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'alf a crown, and 'alf a crown is a 'alf a crown." I am afraid I
could not deny his logic. My second opponent was a man called
Joe Vaughan, who ran as Labour but was actually a Communist.
He had a forceful personality and became Mayor of Bethnal Green,
and at the time was a great power in the district. However, in the
end he overdid the airing of his Communist views and shocked the
neighbourhood by naming some flats built by the Council, "Lenin
House." One of my old Liberal women supporters told a story
about a call Vaughan made at her house, and this is how she told it.
"Is it true, Mr. Vaughan, that you don't believe in God ?" "Yes,
of course it is," he replied. "Look at the houses round here. If
there was a God he would not allow them." "Then, Mr. Vaughan,
who do you think makes the flowers grow, the Labour Party?"
And he went away sorrowing, though to get a real kick out of the
story you should have heard the old lady tell it. But Vaughan was
a great fighter, and he worked hard and had a lot of keen supporters.
One incident is worth recording. After I was elected M.P., I was
invited by the National Unemployed Association to attend a mass
meeting at the Town Hall: Wai Hannington was the secretary of
the organisation and it was regarded as Communist. On my way
to the meeting I met the local Inspector of Police. "I hear you've
been invited to the Unemployed Meeting; I wouldn't go if I were
you/5 he said. "It will be a rough house." "Well/' I-answered,
"what can they do to me ? If they break my head I shall be sure
of re-election, if I am still alive to tell the tale." What actually
happened was that when I arrived at the Town Hall no one took
any notice of me. However, I took a seat on the platform, and
even then I was ignored. The chairman opened the meeting by
abusing the Government in particular and the capitalist system in
general. At the conclusion of his speech, without turning to me
or giving me any warning, he said, "We have one of the members for
Bethnal Green here, and I suppose we shall have to hear what he
has to say." The hall was packed from floor to ceiling, and when
I rose I was received more or less in silence. I did not make a
party speech or reply to the chairman. I simply explained what
the Government schemes for providing work were, what the L.C.C.
was doing, and what steps they should take to get the jobs provided.
' When I sat down many asked me questions, mostly on how to set
about getting the jobs and where they should apply. I had fortified
myself with the replies beforehand and knew most of the answers.
The men were obviously interested, most of them only wanted wofk.
The audience was with me and I was getting on quite Well, when
the chairman intervened, remarking: "We didn't come here to
have questions, but to listen to speeches; I call on comrade Vaughan/*
The comrade opened his discourse by saying that when he heard